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NEW LAWS 
ARE COMING 
THIS WAY 

‘Le WATCH 


AND FESTIVAL... 
AND TRAVEL... 
AND SQUAT... 
AND HUNT SAB... 
AND ASSEMBLE... 
AND PROTEST... 
AND... 


| - trespassing on land (section 45/1) 

- failing to leave land (section 45/3) 
- making preparations to hold a“‘rave” (section 47/2a) 
- Waiting for a gathering/’rave” (section 47/2b) 
- attending a gathering /rave” (section 47/2c) 
- powers to stop at a road block (section 49/1) 
- control of traffic within 5 miles (section 49/2) 
~ squatting (section 57) 

- hunt saboteuring (section 52) 


and face three months imprisonment, a large fine, or 
both!! The breadth and viciousness of this legislation is 
breathtaking - itis a serious attemptto criminalise any remotely 
‘marginal activity in the name of law, The bill even attempts to 
define “raves’’as a gathering “of 100 ormore persons (whether 
or not trespassers) at which amplified music is played during 
the night” (sect47/1) which might cause “distress to the 
inhabitants of the locality”. 

Music is expressly defined so as to include that “wholly or 
predominantly characterised by the emission of a succes- 
sion of repetitive beats”. 
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TRESPASS 


Trespass is being turned into a crime against the State, undermining the 
rights of travellers, party people, squatters and outlawing peaceful 


protest. Soon you could go to prison for damaging a blade of grass. 


Nobody knows how many people 
are living semi-legally on some- 
oneelse’s property, but they prob- 
ably number over 100,000. They 
include gypsies in trailercaravans, 
“new age travellers” in busses, 
lorries or bender tents, squatters 
in some of the million or so empty 


or derelict buildings 
throughoutthe coun- 
try and street-dwell- 
ers sleeping in shop 
fronts and cardboard 
boxes. 


They are an embar- 
rassment to a gov- 
ernment trying to 
portray a different 
picture. The gov- 
ernments response 
has been acampaign, 
the tone of which 
was set in 1986 by 
Douglas Hurd, the 
then Home Secretary, when he 
referred to New-age travellers as 
“a band of medieval brigands who 
have no respect for the law or the 
rights of others”. In 1988, Thatcher 
chimed in that “Iam only to pleased 
too make life as difficult as possi- 
ble for these hippy convoys”. 


This campaign has culminated in 
the Criminal Justice and Public 
Order Bill which is currently in the 
committee stage in the Commons, 
and looks like being Jaw before 
the summer: Amongst its 117 
clauses are some specifically tar- 
geted at gypsies, travellers, par- 
ties and squatters. Others are de- 
signed to restrict people’s rights 


todemonstrate. All of them focus 
on protection of property and in- 
volve criminalisation of trespass. 


For over 800 years, trespass has 
been a civil offence in Britain. It 
recognised as a dispute between 
individuals rather than a crime 


THIS iS PRIVATE PROPERTY. 
PLEASE LEAVE. 
NO ONE !S PERMITTED HERE 


fy WITHOUT SPECIFIC AUTHORISATION 


against society. Thus it has never 
been’ a crime to walk on other 
peoples land nor even to enter 
theirhouse. itdoesremainacrime 
to break and enter, to commit a 
breach of the peace or to commit 
damage to their property. A road 
protester was arrested recently 
for “damage to a piece of string”. 


Complicated common law relat- 
ing to trespass (as a non-crime) 
has lasted since pre-medieval times 
with good reason. Thus far, the 
law takes into account two funda- 
mental facts. The first is that 
everybody has to be somewhere, 
they occupy physical space - and it 
is in everyones best interest that 


“somewhere” is not in prison!! 
The second is that everywhere is 
someone’s property. More than 
half of all private land in Britain is 
owned by 1 per cent of the popu- 
lation, and three quarters by about 
5 per cent. So-called public land 
is owned by bodies such as county 


councils, District councils, 
highway authorities, the 
Forestry Commission and 
the Crown, all of whom 
act as owners against tres- 
passers. Recognition of 
certain spots as stopping 
places for travellers was 
omitted from the 1965 
Commons Registration 
Act. Thousands of people 
now have nowhere to go. 


The proposed new laws 
go a long way towards 
making the simple act of 
being on someone else’s 
property an imprisonable crime. 
Amongst the Bill’s provisions are: 
* Squatters who fail to leave a 
building within 24 hours of appli- 
cation to the courts by the owner 
will be committing a criminal of- 
fence. 

* Public assemblies of trespassers 
who fail to comply with a police 
request to leave will be commit- 
ting a criminal offence. 

*Police will have the power to 
order trespassers to leave “if they 
seek to disrupt or prevent a lawful 
activity by the ownerorhis guests”. 
Lying in front of a bulldozer will 
become a criminal offence: 

*The police will have powers to 
move from private land any gath- 
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ering of more than six vehicles, to 
impound the vehicle (even if they 
are someone’s home) and to de- 
mand cash for their release. The 
establishment of vehicle pounds is 
reckoned by the government to 
cost about £500,000. This is ex- 
pected to be financed out of a 
vehicle reclamation fee! 

*Local authorities will be given 


Pa 


PR 
CO 


imprisonable criminals. It also 
reinforces to rights of owner to 
manage their properties in ways 
that may not be in the public inter- 
est (constructing roads, forestry 
issues etc). 


Until now, ifa section of the com- 
munity becomes enraged by an 
issue, and all means cf objection in 


gi? Dhay " 
: Pests ete 


powers to evict anyone living or 
camping on any land which is not 
their own. Failure to comply or 
re-entry on the land within three 
months would be a criminal of- 
fence, 

*The duty of councils to provide 
sites for travellers, which has ex- 
isted since 1968, will be removed 
and grants for these sites will no 
longer be available. 

*Criminal damage to property is 
now to include “damage to the 
land itself”, a provision suggest- 
ing that those who cannot be 
proved to have damaged a “piece 
of string” may be accused of dam- 
aging blades of grass.. 


This legislation will turn those 
who have nowhere else to go into 


The proposed measures will affect a broad spectrum of British 


courts and enquiries fail to give 
satisfaction, the public has had an 
ultimate extra-legal resource - the 
right of public, peaceful protest 
upon the site. This right should 
not be under-estimated. History 
shows us that the Commons pres- 
ervation Society in 1866 ripped 
down enclosers’ fences and 
thereby: saved. Berkhampstead 
Common, Epping Forest, the New 
Forestand many other landscapes 
we now take for granted. These 
campaigns led to the formation of 
the National Trust. Likewise the 
Ramblers Association owes. its 
reputation, above-all,. to the fa- 
mous mass trespass on the moors 
of Kinder Scout in 1932. 


Under the proposed legislation, 


society, from Friends of the Earth to the Caravan Club, the 
Ramblers Association to Hunt saboteurs, from Shelter to the MIL 
squatters. Such groups would, we contend, be well advised to 
forget their political differences or reservations and unite in a 
broad front to combat the legislation. If they don’t, we may (will) 


live to regret it. 


Whilst we have little chance of preventing this becoming law, we 
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must organise to defend ourselves in the future. 


the participants in these actions 
could: have. been. convicted: as 
criminals and imprisoned. So, too, 
could all those who took part in 
the recent anti-motorway demon- 
strations at Twyford Down and 
the M11. Both of these are forc- 
ing the Government to reconsider 
its road building policy. 


The government ’s attack on “pub- 
lic order” has so far elicited an 
uncoordinated response from or- 
ganisations representing those 
mostaffected. The most vigorous 
lobbying against the criminal tres- 
pass measures has come from a 
few groups representing travel- 
lers, ranging from Save the Chil- 
dren Fund to smallregional groups. 
Liberty, the civil rights organisa- 
tion, has been a consistent voice 
against the bill. Squatters’ groups 
have tried to muster opposition, 
buthave been hampered by lack of 
funds. The Green Party is divided. 
over the issue and environmental 
groups have hardly breathed: a 
word. 


UNLICENCED 
FUN WILL 
BECOME 


ILLEGAL. 
ACT UP! 


We can only speculate about the final shape of the coming 
new laws. Until this date, the advice contained in the ‘rights 
on arrest advice’ (see later) still stands. 


You will probably have 
already noticed that when 
trying to get to a free 
party or festival 
(remember them??), the 
police frequently try to 
prevent you going on to 
site with the threat of 
arrest, telling you the 
event has been cancelled, 
intimidating you by 
searching for drugs etc 
etc. 


What the police can do 


1... They. can stop people tres- 
passing on land that is covered by 


injunctions. 


2. | They can take action that is 
necessary to prevent a breach of 
the peace, and arrest (for obstruc- 
tion) anybody who. gets in their 
way while they do so. 


3. They can order people to 
leave squatted land in certain situ- 
ations (Public order Act 1986, 
section 39 - see below) but only if 
and after the owner has asked the 
occupiers to leave and they have 
failed to do so. 


What the police can’t do 


1... They can’t turn. a whole 
county into a “no go” area, Al- 


though they frequently try! 


2. Theycan’tstop people trav- 
elling freely along the public high- 
ways, either in vehicle or on foot, 
nor from walking along public 
footpaths. You don’t have to 
have a ‘‘good” reason, or any kind 
of reason, for doing this, and if 
youdo have one youdon’thave to 
tell them what it is. 


3. Theycan’tpreventland from 
being occupied unless there is: 
(a) aninjunction is in force; or 
(b) a risk of a breach of the 
peace (if for example landowners 
are present who might object); or 
(c) a criminal offence being 
committed (such as criminal dam- 
age to a gate or fence). 


What they can probably 
get away with 


|. They can offer landowners 
“advice™!! (In fact they have the 
cheek to say they re “obliged” to 
do this}, In reality they are doing 
their level best to ensure that no 
site is made available by telling 
landowners that it is police policy 
to discourage such events. How 
much pressure they are prepared 
ta use 18 something we will prob- 
ably never know. 

= They can “enforce the law” 
ina discriminatory way, as people 
nave discovery by being arrested 
forsuch “offences” as having dirty. 
rear lights on their vehicle, already 
know! 


What the police: do in practice 
depends us much on politics and 
public relations as it does on “the 
law”. Police behaviour will prob- 
ably be better in the presence of 


~ independent “respectable” wit- 


ihtsses abd the press. 


I! peop present have cameras 
with them, photograph arrests if 
vil wi possible. as they: are: fre- 


queruy verw useful in subsequent 
Sart causes (such as different ar- 
Lootticers etc.) 


TONtER 


Ot course, any behaviour 
Which can possibly be in- 
terpreted as violent or ag- 
gressive will give them a 
perfect excuse to do what- 


‘ever they like. 


Public Order Act, 
Section 39 


This section applies only to peo- 
ple who “have entered’ land as 
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trespassers”, so it’s not relevantif. 
you. were invited: on, whatever 
happens later, 


On the other hand it does apply if 
you entered without permission, 
even if the owner later said you 
could stay. 


It does not apply to highways, 
including laybys. 


An order to leave can be given 
provided the most senior in rank 
of the police officers present “rea- 
sonably believes” that: 


1. Youhave“thecommon pur- 
pose of residing there for any pe- 
riod”, 


2. Reasonable steps have been 
taken by the legal occupier to ask 
you to leave. This means that a 
specific request to leave by a cer- 
tain time must have passed. It is 
not necessary for the occupier to 
have asked the police to take ac- 
tion. On the other hand, if the 
occupier is prepared to say that 
you have not been asked to leave 
then you will be safe, even if no 
permission to stay has been given. 


3. ‘Either: 


(a). You: have: brought twelve 
or more vehicles on. to. the 
land. Who the vehicles belong to is 
irrelevant. If two or more pieces 
of land in different ownership are 
occupied, you should be entitled 
to count vehicles separately on 
each of them. Or 

(b) Any of the people in occu- 
pation “caused damage to prop- 
erty on the land”. Damage to the 
land itself (for instance by lighting 
fires) is not covered. Or 

(c) Any of the people in occu- 
pation have “used threatening, 
abusive or insulting words or be- 
haviour towards the: occupier, a 
member of his family or an em- 
ployee or agent of: his”. One 
person doing this is sufficient. 


Nobody can be: arrested under 
section 39 unless they have failed 
toleave within “a reasonable time’’ 
after the police order is given. 


Sections 12 and 14 


Whenever there is an “assembly” 
(at least 20 people), or a “proces- 
sion” in a public place, the senior 
police officer present has the 
power to impose “conditions” if 
hereasonably believes that it “may 
result in serious public disorder, 
serious damage to property or 
serious disruption to the life of the 
community”. Conditions on an 
assembly can define where it is 
allowed to take place and limit 
both the time it lasts and the 
number of people present. The 
power to put conditions on a pro- 
cession iS more vague, but in- 
cludes the power to regulate its 
route. Conditions can-be imposed 
in advance, but in this case it must 
be done by the Chief Constable 
and in writing. 


Injunctions 


Legal consequences of an injunc- 
tion are now much wider than they. 
used to be. Anybody who knows 
about it may be affected, whether 
they are named in it ornot. Keep 
away from land covered by in- 
junctions whenever you can. 
Roads are not covered in such 
orders. 


LOANS 


* 


Points to remember 


The basic police strategy 
when facing a large number of 
people is always “dispersal’’. 


Tt is best if can, to 
keep together. 


Work out in advance what to do if 
you meet police opposition to 
whatever you are attempting. Isit 
worth getting arrested for? You 
usually (though not always) have 
the alternative of withdrawing to 
regroup and consider you tactics. 


The police will always know what 
you have to do to get arrested but 
they will not always tell you this. 
So ask. If they say “you can’t 
come through here”, then ask “Will 
you arrest me if Ido?” Often the 
answer will be “No”!! 


It is usually not a good idea 
to answer police questions. 
AY NOTHI 


If you are arrested with no legal 
justification, there is nothing you 
can do about it at the time except 


protest politely and go quietly. If 
possible, ensure that someone 
present knows your name so that 
enquiries can be made about you. 
Ask the reason for your arrest and 
remember the answer - it may 
come in usefulincourt. Youhave 
a right to have someone in- 
formed of your arrest. 


If you don’t think you’re being 
treated properly in the police sta- 
tion, ask for a copy of the “Code 
of Conduct on Detention’, which 
specifies what you are entitled to. 
Ask for a pencil and paper and 
make notes on the circumstances 
of your arrest for use in court (just 
as the police will use their note- 
books). You must be released or 
charged within 24 hours unless 
suspected of a “serious” offence. 


Don’t take legal advice from po- 
lice officers (even friendly ones!). 
You are entitled to the services of 
a duty solicitor, so if you want a 
lawyer, ask. 


Youdo nothave to use this lawyer 
when your case comes to court. 
Release will recommend lawyers 
in you home region if asked. 


RELEASE 
24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 
NUMBER: 
071-603-8654 
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In practice you have few enforceable rights against the 
police: even evidence illegally obtained by them can be 
used against you in court. 


REMEMBER: 
1, Don’t get drawn into con- 
versations with the police. Ap- 


parently innocentremarks can 
be used against you.. You do 
not have to say or write any- 
thing, or sign any statement. 
You have the right torefuse to 
answer all police questions. 
Most people are better off re- 
maining silent when being 
questioned. 

If the police suspect you have 
committed any offence, you 
can be arrested if you refuse to 
give your name and address, 
or if they aren’t satisfied with 
the address you have given. 
2. — If in doubt, do and say 
nothing until you have con- 
tacted your solicitor, Release, 
or the Duty Solicitor. 

3. Ifanything youask foris 
refused, ask why and remember 
the reason given: 
4... As soon as possible make 
full notes of what has happened 
and give them to your solicitor. 
These can be used as evidence in 
court. If you have been injured go 
and see a doctor as soon as possi- 
ble, giving a full explanation of 
your injuries. 

ON THE STREET - IF YOU 

ARE STOPPED: 
1. : Check police identity; ask 


Constable Sergeant Inspector 
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to see their warrant card, and re- 
member the details. If they are 
uniformed, remember their num- 


roe 


bers: 

2... If you are: stopped and 
searched in the street, ask why. 
The police can stop you in any 
public place if they suspect that 
you are in possession of ‘prohib- 
ited articles’ such as offensive 
weapons, or stolen goods. 

On the street, the police can only 
search outer clothing suchas coats, 
gloves etc. If they suspect that 
you are in possession of illegal 
drugs, they can take you to a 


‘Chief Inspector Superintendent Seperintendent 


police station fora more thorough 
search without formally arresting 
you. They should show evidence 


of identity before searching you, 
and must keep a record of the 
search. 
IF YOU ARE TAKEN TO A 
POLICE STATION: 

1... The custody Officer should 
give you a notice setting out your 
rights. 

a... You have the right to have 
someone informed of your arrest. 
b... You have the right to con- 
sult your lawyer or a Duty Solici- 
tor. Advice under the Duty Solici- 


SB E> > Ee Ep E> E> 


Assistant Chief 
Constable. 


Depety Cilet 


Chief Constable 


tor scheme is free. 
c.° You: have: the 
“right to. consult the 
PACE (police and 
criminal evidence act) 
codes of practice. 
Access to legal help and 
informing someone of 
your arrest can be de- 
layed if you are sus- 
pected of a ‘serious of- 
fence’. 
Most important ofall, 
you have the right to 
remain silent. 
2. Ask if you have 
been arrested, and if so, 
why. Ask to see the 
custody officer as soon 
as you arrive at the po- 
lice station. Make sure 
that the starting time of 
your detention is cor- 
rectly recorded at the 


top of the police custody record, 
together with a record about 
whether you need a solicitor or 
relative informed. Make sure 
you know why you are being 
held. The nature of the charges 
determines your entitlement to 
rights in the police station. 

3. Ask the custody officer to 
phone your solicitor, the Duty 
Solicitor, or Release. Insist thata 
friend or relative is informed of 
your arrest. You have the right to 
have someone informed without 
delay unless you are being de- 
tained in connection with a ‘seri- 
ous arrestable offence’ (PACE Act 
section 56). If this is the case, 
police can delay access to solici- 
tors and relatives in specific cir- 
cumstances. If they do refuse 
access, ask why. Insist the reason 
is recorded on your custody sheet. 
Even if the police are confident 
that there are grounds for refusing 
access to a solicitor, they have to 
allow access before 36 hours has 
expired. 


4. Ask to be charged or re- 
leased. Unless you are suspected 
ofa ‘serious offence’, you must be 
released or charged with 24 hours 
of detention, and you have the 
right to consult a solicitor at any 
time. Make sure that your request 
to see a solicitor and the time of 
the request is recorded: by the 
custody officer. 

Whatever the police say, NEVER 
sign the custody sheet saying you 
don’t want to see a solicitor. In- 
sist on seeing one. If you are held 
in connection with a ‘serious of- 
fence’ youcan be held for up to 36 
hours without access to a solici- 
tor, without being charged, if cer- 
tain conditions are satisfied. For 
guidance, ask the police for their 
codes of conduct on detention. 
You have the right to see them. 
After 36 hours, you have the right 
to see a solicitor. A magistrate 
may order your continued deten- 
tion in the police station for up to 
96 hours, with a series of reviews. 
If after 96 hours, you have still not 


been charged, you have the right 
to be released. 

5. In order to get bail (i.e. re- 
leased from the police station be- 
fore going to court) you will prob- 
ably have to satisfy the police that 
you have a fixed address. RE- 
MEMBER - don’ tadmit anything 
to the police until you have talked 
toa solicitor. You have the right 
to remain silent. 

IF YOUR HOME OR 
WORKPLACE IS TO BE 
SEARCHED: 

Police do not need a warrant or 
your permission to enter your home 
in order to arrest someone, but in 
theory they should name the per- 
son sought. Searches can some- 
times be conducted without a 
warrant. In all cases you should 
ask the reason for the search. You 
are entitled to see a copy of the 
search warrant. Police should 
supply you with information 
about their powers to search 
premises. A record of thesearch 

must be kept by the police. 
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PENNY MELLOR 
FESTIVAL WELFARE 
SERVICES 

4tB HORNSEY ROAD 
LONDON N7 


ADVISORY SERVICE FOR 
SQUATTERS 

2 ST PAULS ROAD 
ISLINGTON 

LONDON Ni 


DONGAS TRIBE/ FRIENDS 
OF TMA YFORD DOWN 

4d NELSON ROAD 
WINCHESTER 


FRIFNOS OF & FAMILIES OF 
TRAVELLERS 

33 BRYANSTEN STREET 
BLANDFORD FORUM 
DORSET 

DTU TAZ 


GREENLEAF 

C/O GEORGE FIRSOFF 
46 CHURCH ROAD 
RRISTOL 5 


HAVEN DISTRIBUTION 
BM HAVEN 
LONDON WCIN 3XX 


HAWKFRIENDZ/ZEPHYR 
PUBLIC \ TIONS 

PO BON ¢ 

WALLASEY 

MERSFY SIDE 145 45] 


HUNT SAROTEURS ASSO- 
CTATION 

PO BON § 

NOTEINGH AM NG4 2Y 


LFGALISF CANNABIS 
CAMPAIGN 

BM BOX 2455 
LONDON WCIN 3XX 


LIBERTY 
2] TABARD STREET 
LONDON SEL 4LA 


LONDON GREENPEACE 
5 CALEDONIAN ROAD 
LONDON NI 


MONOLITH NEWS 
PO BOX 4 
SYSTON 

LEICS LE? 8RB 


ANTI NAZI LEAGUE 
PO BOX 2566 
LONDON N4 2HG 
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NOMADIC PEOPLES ACTION 
GROUP 

C/O THE TRINITY CENTRE 
53 RAMSEY ROAD 
WINCHESTER S022 SDE 


NO M11 LINK ROAD CAM- 
PAIGN 

PO BOX 956 
LEYTONSTONE DELIVERY 
OFFICE 

6 JOSEPH RAY ROAD 
LONDON El} LAA 


ON THE FIDDLE 
(LEVELLERS INFORMATION 
SERVICE) 

PO BOX 4044 

LONDON W9 3ZN 


TRAVELLERS SCHOOL 
CHARITY. 

C/O’ CHILBOLTON PO 
CHILBOLTON 
STOCKBRIDGE 

HANTS 


TRIBAL MESSENGER 
C/O JOHN PENDRAGON 
BOX 21 

118 GROVENOR ROAD 
ST. PAULS ROAD 
BRISTOL. 


THE FREEDOM NETWORK 
THE GREEN OFFICE 

THE OLD DOLEHOUSE 

372 COLDHARBOUR LANE 
BRIXTON 

LONDON SW9 


ROAD ALERT 
PO BOX 371 
SOUTHAMPTON 
HANTS 


SQUASH 
2 ST. PAULS ROAD 
ISLINGTON 
LONDON NI 


MUTIOD WASTE COMPANY 
251 WESTFERRY ROAD 
ISLE OF DOGS 

LONDON E14 


SAVE THE CHILDREN 
TRAVELLER INFORMATION 
OFFICE 

MARY DATCHELOR HOUSE 
17 GROVE LANE 
CAMBERWELL 

LONDON SES 8RD 


CONTACTS 


LABOUR CAMPAIGN FOR 
TRAVELLER'S RIGHTS 
LCRT SECRETARY. 

84 BANKSIDE STREET 
LEEDS 

LS8 SAD 


STONEHENGE CAMPAIGN 
C/0-99 TORRIANO AVENUE 
LONDON NWS 


GREEN ANARCHIST 
19 MAGDALEN ROAD 
OXFORD OX4 IRP 


OXFORD EARTH FIRST 
JAKE & JASON 

C/O: BOX E 

111 MAGDALEN RAOD 
OXFORD OX4 IRQ 


CONSCIOUS COLLECTIVE 
89 HALESWORTH ROAD 
LEWISHAM 

LONDON SE13 7TL 


AFRODISIAC 
ALISTAIR HAMILTON 
3 LAVENDER SQUARE 
HAWKHURST 

KENT 


FRASER CLARKE 
EVOLUTION 

PO BOX 833 
LONDON NW6. 


OFFSHORE STATE 
C/O MARTIN 

123. TURNEY ROAD 
DULWICH 
LONDON SE21 7JB 


COOL TAN ARTS 

THE OLD DOLE HOUSE 
372 COLHARBOUR LANE 
BRIXTON 

LONDON SW9 


RAINBOW TRIBE 

THE OLD CHURCH 
(NEXT TO THE FORUM) 
HIGHGATE ROAD 
LONDON NW1 


DONGAS TRIBE 

C/O ANNIE DURRANT 
11 MAES REFAIL 
HENRYD 

CONWY 

WALES 


VEGGIES 
180 MANSFIELD ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM NG1 3HW 


NO M11 / ANTI FESTI 
CAROLYN 

C/O LSESU 

EAST BUILDING 
HOUGHTON STREET 
LONDON WC2A 2AE 


HACKNEY HOMELESS 
PEOPLES FESTIVAL 
CHRIS MC TOFU! 

223A STOKE NEWINGTON 
CHURCH STREET 

STOKE NEWINGTON 
LONDON N16 9ET 


SQUALL 

JEZ 

7 HORSELL ROAD 
ISLINGTON 
LONDON NS5 LXL 


SHELTER 

NICK: 

88 OLD STREET 
LONDON EC1 9HU 


FUN TIMES. 

LUKE 

101A KINGS CROSS ROAD 
LONDON WC1 


HACKNEY GREEN PARTY / 
M11 

MARK DOUGLAS 

43 LISTRIA PARK 

LONDON N16 5SW 


WANGO RILEYS. 
TRAVELLING STAGE 
C/O 125 LEIGH ROAD 
LEIGH-ON-SEA 
ESSEX SSO 8DJ 


RELEASE 
388 OLD STREET. 
LONDON EC1V9LT 


ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 
NORTHERN NETWORK 
BOX 151 

52 CALL LANE 

LEEDS LS1 6DT 


ANTI NUCLEAR NETWORK 
c/o 265 SEVEN SISTERS 
ROAD 

LONDON N42 DE 


AK DISTRIBUTION 
3 BALMORAL PLACE 
STERLING FK82RD 


ALF SUPPORT GROUP 
BCM 1160 
LONDON WCIN 3XX 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
LEATHER & FUR 

PO BOX 17-.: 

198 BACKSTOCK ROAD 
LONDON NWS 1EN 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
CHILD SUPPORT ACT 

PO BOX 287 

LONDON NW6 SQU 


CATALYST COLLECTIVE 
LTD 

82 ANDOVER STREET 
BURNGREAVE 
SHEFFIELD 

$3 9EH 


CLASS WAR 
PO BOX 496 
GLASGOW: 
G14 0PG 


CLASS WAR 
PO BOX 1021 
EDINBURGH 
EH8 9PW: 


DIRECT ACTION GROUP- 
IWA 

PO BOX 29 

SWPDO 

MANCHESTER 

MIS 


GLASTONBURY ASSEMBLY 
ROOMS. 

HIGH STREET 
GLASTONBURY 


LEAGUE AGAINST CRUEL 
SPORTS 

83-87 UNION STREET 
LONDON SEI 1SG 


LOTHIAN CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST RACISM 

& FASCISM 

PO BOX 474. 
EDINBURGH EH11 2QT. 


MERSEYSIDE GREEN 
ANARCHIST. 

EARTH FIRST 

c/o GREEN GROUP. 

PO BOX 187 

160 MOUNT PLEASANT 
LIVERPOOL L69 7BR 


MUSICIANS NETWORK 
c/o 29 BRACKAN HOUSE 
WATTS GROVE 

BOW 

LONDON E3 3RG 


NOTTINGHAM ANTI 
FASCIST ACTION 

PO BOX 179 
NOTTINGHAM NGI 3AQ 


NATIONAL ANTI VIVISEC- 
TION SOCIETY 

261 GOLDHAWK ROAD 
LONDON W12 9PE 


NATIONAL CLAIMANTS 
FEDERATION 

c/o SWINDON UNEM- 
PLOYED MOVEMENT 
37a REGENT STREET 
SWINDON 

WILTSHIRE 


NOTTS MOTORCYCLE 
ACTION GROUP 

c/o BODMIN DRIVE 
ASPLEY 

NOTTS 


NOTTINGHAM CONVICTION 
BOX CONVICTION 
RAINBOW CENTRE 

180-182 MANSFIELD ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 

NG1 3HW 


PAGAN LINK NETWORK 
clo BOX Q 

34 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 


PEOPLES LAND GROUP 
1 KINGSBENCH STREET 
HULL HU3 2TW 


RADICAL ROUTES 
NETWORK 

24 SOUTH ROAD 
HOCKLEY 
BIRMINGHAM B8& 


SKOOL BUS 
c/o 206 LAWFORD ROAD: 
RUGBY CV21 2HS 


SUBCULTURE ALTERNA- 
TIVE 

FREEDOM FOUNDATION 
6-8 BURNLEY LODGE 
ROAD 

LEEDS LS6 1QP 


TRAVELLERS AID TRUST 
41 LITTLEDOWN VIEW 
GREAT DURNFORD 
SALISBURY 

WILTSHIRE 


VEGAN BIKERS ASSOCIA- 
TION 

48 HAWKINS HALL LANE 
DATCHWORTH 
KNEBWORTH 

HERTS SG3 6TE 


VEGAN SOCIETY 

7 BATTLE ROAD 

ST LEONARDS ON SEA 
E SUSSEX TN37 7AA 


COUNTER INFORMATION 
PIGEON HOLE CL 

c/o 11 FORTH STREET 
EDINBURGH EHI 


HOBLINK 

BOX1 

13 MERRIVALE ROAD 
STAFFORD ST17 9EB 


HOMELESS OCCUPIERS 
PROJECT 

MARK 

612 OLD KENT ROAD 
LONDON SEIS 


CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 
MOVEMENT 

PO BOX 187 

CHESTERFIELD S40 2DU 


DICE NEWS 

BM 2002 

LONDON WCIN 3XX 
FASLANE PEACE CAMP 
SHANDON 
HELENSBURGH 
SCOTLAND 


GREEN FEDERATION 

c/0 THE GREENHOUSE 

1 TREVELYAN TERRACE 
BANGOR 

GWYNEDD LS7 1AX 


Campaign against the 
Criminal Justice Bill 


(Nottingham Group) 


c/o 180 -182 Mansfield Road 


Nottingham 


OPEN EYE MAGAZINE 
PO BOX 3069 
LONDON SW9 8LU: 


OUTLOOK 
87 KIRKSTALL ROAD 
LONDON SW2 411E 


RAINBOW CIRCLE CAMPS 
SAMPSON COTTAGE 
SEVEN LEAZE LANE 
EDGE 

STROUD 
GLOUSTERSHIRE GL6 6NL 


STONE 2 
45 WESTWOOD HILL 
LONDON SE26 6NS 


STREETWORM 
23 PRIORY ROAD 
COVENTRY CUR 3JW 


SURVIVAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL 

310 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON W?2 IDY 


TUAR CEATHA 

15 WALSHF TERRACE 
WOODQUAY 
GALWAY 

EIRE 


ADVANCE PARTY 
PO BOX 3290 
LONDON NW2 3UJ 


FINS 


ABERDEEN FIN 


36 BUCHAN ROAD 
TORRY 
ABERDEEN ABI 3SW 


EFFIN 

C/O YORK: 
THE COFFEE BAR 
GRASSROOTS 

58 CHARLES STREET 
CARDIFF CFL 


GUILFIN 
PO BOX 217. 
GUILDFORD. 
SURREY 


ISIS BRUM FIN 
C/O 29 SILVERTON CRESCENT 
MOSELEY 

BIRMINGHAM B13 9ND 


LONDON FIN 
C/O 99 TORRIANO AVENUE 
LONDON NWS 2RX 


MANFIN 
DEPT 53 
1 NEWTON STREET: 
PICCADILLY 
MANCHESTER M1 1 HW 


NEVER NEVER FIN 
8 CAMPBELL ROAD 
SOUTHSEA 

HANTS 


NOTTFIN 
C/O THE RAINBOW CENTRE 
180 MANSFIELD ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTS 


OXFIN 
21 CAVE STREET. 
OXFORD OX4 IBA 


SHEFFIN 
C/O TITE ECOLOGY COMPANY 
199 CROOKES VALLEY ROAD 

SHEFFIELD $10 [BA 
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in. we do not deserve 
to be treated as criminals as ciety. et orld for us and our 
children to live in. ‘We wilForganise mass action‘ag: those who attemp sus! 


* 


We invite anybody aus is interested, to join us in our i fight for freedor sembly and expression 


under international law! itis:our right! 
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We need EVER YBODY’s support however great or small. This is how YOU can help us and yourselves: 


1. Contact us on the address below with your experience 
(A) Attending parties/raves/festivals 
(B) organising parties/raves/festivals new 
(C) _ police tactics in stopping or abusing you~: -. 


Cc 


Teds 


adverse or otherwise with authorities and the police ~ 
(especially with respect to Acton Lane, Easter 1992,2. | 
and Milton Keynes August 27-30 1993) 


2. If you want to join the fight, contact us for 
our campaign pack (available Feb °94). 


3... Give us your suggestions and contributions 


, : ib oe 
to our newsletter. eA a } PAO VOU Rx reed 
A Vout ogy 
: : : 2 34 CaGuntaes 
4. Please make a donation. promises need cash! ee ote RN pe 


and remember we want to hear about 
the good times too.... 


LETTERS TO: a 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT 
ADVANCE PARTY, P.O. 
: OTTIN 
BOX 3290 (N INGHAM GROUP) 


c/o 180 - 182 MANSFIELD RD 
LONDON NW? 3VJ NOTTINGHAM 


3 
eMC poly Sin 
‘against © Cares, 


aga 
yas, 
sence expel 


sanitialss 


Niet editor 


cr ‘a 
al forces i, pres cl atl 
smith. t 
John Fon of Ch by F °Y Cor 
sejation a opul Ov r i$ 
tiene 8c moc £: "The Hom itt by a cauti Was backed wd 
ma ee oft to ik ome fon. | ener, Y Sea | Including 
Says minelae, h eahorities Ge fine iy i ere 9 the courts Sa the Bar 3 Stee chairman of Hatt, Wornenee band 
3 Malema g See 
ese yoyo Such as cannabis 5 frag taking {g «52 Signal ‘tom the head (o%, Pedect | Mayed ‘thar®¥® #190 been Att 
In a otan 4 £2,500 ran en lightly, Boing to ead of Interpo| being drug ed 
tim Gearing Ee bathe ay froma patie Pee said yeatecmn® Otte | pole ese drug use ee {2.86 | some Neatlon ig 
= see fale maga et in da [een Laer nee oe Horn, 
‘ai A - co in aueth 
Asn rice Po, or alee advice. Scottie a cure! drug education feu a on constancy, th Meee or 
bag 1472 i i id peat med £E, Chae & are looking gee ihe disclosure lent, Yy trying feoWard 
Police Brita Vitayece On4 brin, Shan, ed iy Statto, B at plans to in” | 24'S plans foi Mr How. bans “Saf on cringe ttbel 
a mace oMtcen. 8 Me end Nate. + Leow, Bany Merge, bes, 2 : dorm £284 penalty for | EADOUr'S home we FeSearch by | yditbouR sat gee”, 
tro Ot, we 
rai as it prepares t 


Dusioan Camphelt 
me Correspondent 


PARTY claiming to rep- 
resent ravers ani the or- 
ganisers of sound sys- 

tefis"has been formed to 

cafipalgn against the provi. 
sidns of the Criminal Justice 

Bill that would outlaw rave 

pafties, 

jut police raided a fund-rais- 

Ing party for the new group in 

Isllugton, north London at Jam 

onj Saturday after complaints 
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cori Party raided 


‘) Pe 
ot ene! gusrtene nore, 
WARE Vise NO Mays ©& ace: 
omnennty said NCA e DO et 

Vow es will esta “al powe’ : 
goseiin vag new Coegin 
COTS cay thay gnicles: . 
yhan ‘wilt. BE \q} Ve 
pers. rest 


about ‘noise. Four people were 
arrested after an officer had 
been struck by a missile. 

Michelle. Poole: ‘of the Ad- 
vance Party sald: “They're im- 
plementing the bill before it's 
become an Act.” 

This week the Advance Party 
will be launching its own news- 
letter and producing “rights 
cards” to be issued to rave 
goers, giving then: Instructions 
on what to do at police road 
blocks, on arrest and an coniis- 
cation of sound rigs. 

‘The party was formed after a 


e 
Alan Travis 


Home Affairs Editor 


ENIOR police of. 
cers and the Je 

establishment st 
night warned 
Michael Howard, 


the Hom \. 
tary, that’ he: faces pias = 
parliamentary 
month 


meeting of people who had been 
involved in arrests or cancella- 
tions of parties over the last 
two years. 


“We want to bring to public: 


attention the fact that it will be 
iltegal for more than 10 people 
to gather in a public place if the 
police believe that they may or 
may not be planning a rave,” 
Debby Staunton, a party co-or- 
dinator, said. “It could even 
apply to people wanting to have 
Picnic.” 

She sald support for the party 
had come from ail over the 


Offenders aged 12 
making legal the 
Prison ships, 

Mr Howart 


fo i4; and 
use of private 


d said a second in. 
raiment of fundamental 
Slanges to the criminal justice 
System would follow in the mesg 
year in respop 


guards 
high tide, 304 Unt the 


© minute inc 
on how eludes no de, 


Police combine forces to 


ments edt te 


snitat NINE police forces have set 
sme if simile’ 
ine cur unde 


country. They had members In. 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Derby, 
Binningham, Norfolic and the 
West Country as well as in Lon- 
don and the South-east. The or- 
ganisers of more than 60 sound 
aystems, many of whom have 
had equipment: confiscated by 
police, are members. 

The party's. aim: is: to cam- 
paign against legislation aimed 
at rave parties and travellers; 
in. particular. the. new: provi- 
sions of the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Bill, 

They are collecting the expe- 


ty Sar 


up a joint task force to deal 
with the growing problems 
posed by large convoys of. 
“new age travellers”, it was 


nounced. the 


OC vel 


oO TIgnt for right to rave | 


Flences of Individuals wtio have 
been arrested at raves and are 
planning. protests against the 
bill. Accounts will be published 
in its newsletter. 

“There have been many incl- 
dents which have never been 
reported,” said Ms Staunton, 
who lives in north Londan and 
says she became involved be- 
cause of the oxperiences of her 
friends In Spiral Trike, ane of 
the party organisers. “In Acton, 
west London, in Easter 1992, 
police made ‘everyone lle on 
thelr faces on a Soaking con- 


pian. as more 
than 200 of his officers and 
police. from other forces 
Cleared the last few hundred 
travelers from the cammon 
at Castlemorton, a week after 
20,000 peopie and more than: 


tackle ‘new age’ travelle rs : 


BY CRAIG ETON 


remove the travellers and said jf 


that large-scale public disor- | 


der had been prevented. 
“People who say we shauld go 
in there and crack heads and 
clear the site are talking non- 
sense,” he said. 

He said that the 100 people 
arrested during the week, 


crete floor, 50’ péople were in 
jured and one man had his leg 
broken.” ! 

The Advance Party was 
working with Charter 8, Lily 
erty and other groups Involved 
fn opposing the blll, she said. 

Another. group, Friends and 
Families of Travellers, has also 
been founded to fight the bil, 
which will extend potice pawers 
for evictions from and and 
repeal the 1968 Caravans Sites 
Act, which laid a duty on fecal 
authorities to provide sites fnr 
travellers, 


i 
| 


“Civil disobedience on grounds of conscience is an honourable tradi: 


ve QUO TE S ee tion in this country and those who take part in it may in the end be 
vindicated by history.” 
LORD JUSTICE HOFFMAN 
(commented during the Twyford Down appeal) 


Comments from a: 
policeman 

judge 

lawyer 

civil rights advisor 
father 

prime minister 


“As a 45-year old taxpayer, I object to this persecution. I am glad my son enjoys the camaraderie 
and happiness that is the predominant experience at a rave. I am proud that he is intelligently 
experienced in the use of drugs, although I am horrified that this makes him a criminal. By taking 
away the freedom of one group, the freedom of us allis lost. Ineed my right to silence, my son needs 
his right to dance in groups of more than 10 people. 
All of us need the right to opt out of conventional lifestyles” 

FATHER 


“The right to peaceful protest is a traditional and 
legitimate expression of a point of view. Peaceful 
protest is public, open and yisible. It is designed 
to inform, persuade ant ole. It may be a 
nuisance; it may evenbe i ed fo be. Itis often 
noisy and inconvenient is alégitimate form 
of public expression, pri iby the European 


“The police had been accused of being Maggie's boot boys during the Miner's 
strike and the Wapping disputes. 

We acquitted ourselves well in the circumstances and were assisted by 
the ready presence of democratically elected members of current. local police 
authorities. 

But imagine if similar events were to occur under these proposals - how 
easy it would be for the police simply to be the tools of the Government" 


2 : Convention on Human Rights” 
JOHN SMITH - president (ACPO) PETER THORNTON ac 


“A little noticed clat 
information obtaified fr 
MI6 to be usediin court. 
This ‘Véry:importarit amenditient demonstrates a crucial 
rttiese services. In future we will see more 
'g evidence from behind screens in ordinary 


the intelligence Services bill, allows 
‘bugging and surveillance by MI5 and 


eos 


DBs DATABASE 


OHN WADHAM - LIBERTY 


“Fifty*years from now, Britain will still be the country of long 
shadows on county grounds. warm beer, invincible green suburbs, 
g,Jovers and pools fillers and as George Orwell once said, “Old 
inaids bicycling to Holy Communion through the morning 
mist’...Britain will remain unamendable in all essentials”, 


JOHN MAJOR 


Tiglit: oF 


BERKRK RRXXX 


REI RRRRY 
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" OPERATION : *S0ciation of Cp; 


of England, Wates see Police 
fof 


SNAPSHOT " [SSaumnaiatiesss 


Them. Ireland 


er Manch, 
2205 wy, 
iseY€St PDQ) 


TD ved 
e _ 
# sy 
w ‘ers 4g. 207" Ly sat mi 
" 6 APNG, ve ere: vos \ aw 
10 oer? at Witlerstand vers and is goin The Foe ‘aes! Kane ctr 2 yet P 
pes from the 17aVF ek HOGG WET sma qortoll ghee: yessin® 
posted aferced AWAY NOK G4 Oc Derek Fe nis ein Spa ae os 
is being tran ry ectiny OF FET ost an CS ang 1c sk 
ARD, 2 va) tn hiy new P jer" nicl \ot 
pe Alan pe March 1994. Co in attendance a Aan wel in Bs x ’ 
0, ont Alan, and be will OF ag in wish 
. Ay all jou 
cauetters from NTT re you will a 
AOCT-1993 13:53 NORTHERN NATS LNIT 9768217216 


SL_CONETIENCE 


ASSOCIATION OF CHIEF POLICE OFFICERS OF ENGLAND,WAL2S AND 
‘ NORTHERN IRELAND 


NO.1 (NORTH WEST) REGION CONFERENCE 
#.0., FOR 22 (S.Meat POO), Cheater Kame, Boyer Street; Karchester, M16 0 


Telephone No, 061-856-2029 
Facsinile Ne, 061-856-2036 


13th octoper, 1993 


a 
Gear sir, Sle { 
PROPOSED 1 on on None Ack TRAVELLERS AND RAVES These papers were originally marked 
corredpondesce which hae bebe received Mie the: che ween oe "FOR POLICE EYES ONLY", 
the ACPO Gegeral Purposes Public Order Sub-Committee. 


They are internal memos and intelligence 
reports from "OPERATION SNAPSHOT". 
Their database now contains over one million 
names. Most of who have cominitted no 
offences!! 


rdex that a Regional Response can. be prepared, - £: 
liged if you would let me have your views on this. 
esday, 27th October, 1993. 


In 
should he, o! 
matter by W 


Yours faithfully, 


OF Constable 


Kegional secretary. 
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Police log tr 


Dunean Campball 
Crime Correepondent 


OLICE have launched an 

intelligence drive against 

New Age travellers and 
organisers of rave parties, ac- 
cording to police documents ob- 
tained by the Guardian, They 
are aiming to log about 8,000 
travellers on computer, with 
detaiis of their vehicles, nick- 
names and associates. Some 
forces have aiso decided that 
“raves will not happen, illegal 
or otherwise”. 

Civil Uberties lawyers and 
representatives of travellers 
and rave party organisations 
yesterday condemned the use of 
so many police resources at a 
time of their scarcity. They 
accused the police of imple- 
menting the Criminal Justice 
Bill % which introduces mea- 
sures to control travellers and 
raves ~~ before it has been de- 
bated in Parliament. 

Information bulletins from 
the Southern Inteliigence Unit, 
based in Davizes, Wiltshire, 
copies of which have been seen 
by the Guardian, indicate that 
the police are expecting many 
free festivals and raves 
throughout Britain this year. 

Any movement of New Age 
travellers (NATs) now has to be 


notified to a neighbouring 
force, Police believe that 2,000 
vehicles and 8,000 people are in- 
volved, and are seeking infor- 
mation to log on computer. 

‘The minutes of a meeting of 
the unit says: “Any informa: 
tion, no matter how small, on 
NATs and the rave scene 
should be forwarded to the unit 
immediately.” 

Spiral Tribe, one of the larg- 
est of the groups organising 
rave parties, is the subject of 
particular attention. One bulle 
tin, dated earlier this year, 


ee : 
eer 


cS Gs 


Wiltshire Police 


currently stationed at Wiltshire Police 
Headquarters, Devizes with the 

SOUTHERN INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

of Operation Snapshot 


avellers for 


notes Spiral Tribe's plans for 
Parties and asks: “Does this 
mean they are going to be more 
organised this year? If so. we 
will have to be alert! 

Some forces indicate that 
they oppose all rave parties, li- 
censed or not, Surrey constabu- 
lary's policy is: “Raves will not 
happen, illegal or otherwise.” 
Another force suggests using 
the fire services to ask for bans. 

The intelligence unit has 
been seeking a method whereby 
“weekenders’’ could be 
“weeded out” from others in 
computer records. 

The unit, one of two that have 
been monitoring travellers 
since last year — the other is in 
Cumbria — has carried aut Op- 
eration Snapshot, which looked 
at how many travellers were in 
the country and where they had | 
settled. There are plans to 
repeat this operation. 

Last night the general secre- 
tary of the civil rights organisa- 
tion Liberty, Andrew Pudde 
phatt, said: “To collate 
information on computers 
about indviduals who have not 
comunitted offences and on the 
mere basis of their choice of 
lifestyle infringes on their right 
to privacy and freedom of 
expression.” 

Debby Staunton of the Ad- 


vance Party, which represents 


crackdowr 


50 rave organisers. said: 
would like te know why the 
consider us some sort of threat. 
A spokeswoman for Wiltshi: 
Police said the arrival of a ne 
co-ordinator today left it unab: 
te comment on the unit. 
Michael Howard. the Hor: 
Secretary, 
changes in the law through t 
Criminal Justice Bill to crear 
offences of aggravated trespa: 
and mass trespass. Police are t 
be given additional powers fc 
seizing equipment which the 
believe may be used in rave 
and festivals and arrestir. 
people who refuse to disperse, 


has propose 


Tracking by computer, page 


The Guardian 


25th Feb '94 


<-—> 


PC Malcolm Keene. 


Police watch 


Crime Correspondent 


BBOUIce Monitoring of New 
Age travellers is to be chal- 
lenged at the European Court of 
Human Rights in a privacy test 
case brought by the civil rights 
organisation, Liberty. 

The: action follows a Guard- 
ian report ona police drive in- 
volving: the Southern Intelli- 
gence Unit based: at Devizes, 
Wiltshire, to monitor the move- 
ments and identities of travel- 
lers and ravers. 

John Wadham, ‘the legal offi- 
cer of Liberty, said last night 
that he believed the targeting of 
a group: which had: not neces- 
sarily. committed: any offence 
breached. article eight of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights which provided 
aright to privacy. 

“Targeting the whole of the 
travelling community goes well 
beyond the limitations of article 
eight,” said Mr Wadham. “Just 
because someone is a New Age 
traveller doesn’t mean that 
they are involvedin crime.” ~ 

A spokeswoman for Wiltshire 
police said yesterday that they 
had. no knowledge of the Lib- 
erty action, There had been no 
contact with the group. 

The spokeswoman said it had 
been agreed that Wiltshire 
would: act as. an intelligence- 
gathering centre after the Cast- 
lemorton free festival last vear 
which: led. to. allegations of 
major public disorder. 

How individual police forces 
dealt with illegal gatherings in 
their areas was up to them, the 
spokeswoman added. 


The Guardian 


ist March '94 


This press coverage explains the significance of the “SHAPSHOT'’ reports opposite. They 
demonstrate that our liberty is severely under threat and that we ALL need to be concerned. 


Police track 


Duncan Campbell on 
the huge resources 
used to thwart New 
Agers and ravers 


ULLETINS from the 
Southern Intelligence 
Unit, which coordin- 


ates information on 
New Age travellers and ravers 
for southern, West Country and 
Welsh police forces, indicate 
that their movements, nick- 
names and vehicle registration 
numbers are being monitored, 

Publications believed to be 
read by rave party organisers 
are also analysed to work out 
what parties are planned, 

What emerges from the bulle- 
tins, some dated as recently as 
February 9, is that considerable 
intelligence resources and com- 
puter time is being chanelled 
into tracking travellers’ and 
ravers’ movements. However, 
some forces clearly believe they 
have few problems, but are 
obliged to take part in the intel- 
Ugence-gathering operation. 

Among information about 
New Age travellers and ravers 
noted in meetings of the unit, 
and being passed between 
forces, are the following: 

Spiral Tribe, one of the best- 
known rave organisers, are tar- 
geted for special attention, with 
a New Musical Express article 
on their movements being 
ron The bulletin ats “the 

vance Party — parties 
and festivals for the dispos- 
sessed”, and asks “Does this 
mean they are going to be more 
01 i this year? If so, we 
will have to be alertit(” 

(The Advance Party is a 
recently-formed group cam- 
paigning against provisions in 
the Criminal Justice Bill to ex- 
tend laws against rave parties, 
it consists of representatives of 
more than 50 sound systems.) 


Q Surrey constabulary’s policy 
ig that “raves will not happen, 
illegal or otherwise”. The force 
liaised, say the minutes of a 
meeting held in Devizes, Wilt 
shire, with the Devon and Corn- 
wall, Gloucestershire and Wilt- 
shire forces to object to a legal 
rave application. 

G Suffolk police object to all 
applications to hold rave par- 
ties. one bulletin says. A Sut 
folk officer suggested “the fire 
services were useful in produc- 
! ing prohibition notices”. 


( 


| 


OFF_HIP P1 


travellers 
by computer 


to take to water. It is believed 
they intend to permanently 
moor a boat on the Thames.” 

Q Gloucestershire police 
Teport that an organisation 
called Fayre Events Limited 
has applied to Forest of Dean 
council for a nine-month site 
for travellers at a farm. “Be- 
lieve it or not, this may well be 
granted,” says the builetin. 

Q Warwickshire police report 
on efforts to remove trucks 
from a site near Shipston on 
Stour, A local constable, says 
the bulletin, “has previously 
visited the site on two occasions 
and been chased off". 

While much of the informa. 
tion seems minor, minutes af 
one meeting suggest that “any 
information, no matter how 
small, on NATs or the Rave 
scene should be forwarded 
immediately”. 

Some forces’ clearly have a 
more relaxed attitude than 
others. West Midlands are 
Teported saying they had no 
problems with travellers or 
ravers. 

Thames Valley police, while 
noting 129 vehicles during last 
year’s Operation Snapshot, 
which sought to site all travel- 
Jers, say there is no real prob- 
lem with them. They also have 
a more liberal attitude to raves, 
saying they are allowed if they 
meet legal criteria, 

‘The intelligence unit has also 
been seeking a method whereby 
“week-enders’” could be 
“weeded out” from others for 
the purposes of the computer. 

In Operation Snapshot, police 
looked at how many travellers 
were in the country and where 
they had settled. There were 
plans to repeat this, with this 
Weekend suggested as a poss- 
ible date. 

‘The bulletin also includes a 
request for an MTV video fea- 
turing a member of Spiral 
‘Tribe, which it is suggested'can 
be used for “intelligence pur- 
poses", In fact, the woman has 
stopped travelling since 
recently giving birth. 

One tactic being’ considered 
by police is obtaining blanket 
county-wide injunctians 
against public events, accord- 
ing to correspondence. 

Minutes of the unit's’ meet- 
ings suggest there is computer 
capability for 1 million records. 
@ Dance for Life, a London- 
based firm, has “done a deal" 
with the Ministry of Defence to 
allow 21,000 people to attend all- 
night raves at the disused for- 
mer USAF cruise missile base 
at Greenham Common, Berk: 
shire, on May 28 and August 27. 


IT’S SUPPOSED TO 


The plans have been submitted 
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SQUATTING IS STILL LEGAL!!! 


Squatting is not a crime yet. 
If you have heard rumours 
saying it has been made 
one, they are wrong! 


The Public Order Act has made some changes 
affecting travellers occupying empty land, but they 
don’t affect squatting a building. With few excep- 
tions (‘protected intended occupiers’ and ‘residen- 
tial displaced occupiers), if you get into an empty 
house or flat which nobody else is using, without 
doing any damage, youcan make it yourhome. Until 
the Criminal Justice Act comes into force, you 
basically have the same rights as other householders: 
the right to privacy, rubbish collection, postal deliv- 
ery, social security and essential services like water, 
and electricity. Many squats last only a short time, 
but if you choose your place carefully you may be 
able to stay a while. 


Here are a few quick hints: 

1. Find a place that doesn’t look to smart and is 
owned by the council or by a housing association. 
2. Get in quickly and quietly without doing any 


damage. 

3. Secureall the entrances and change the lockon 
the entrance you are using. 

4. Check that the water, gas andelectricity are on 
or can be turned on, sign on for gas and electric 
straight away or you could be accused of theft. 

5. | Make sure there’s someone in all the time, 
especially during the day, at least until the owner or 
council officials come round. 

6. Ifthe police, owners or council officials come 
round don’t open the door, but tell them through the 
letterbox that this is now you home and you are not 
going to leave until the owners get a possession 
order to evict you. 


If you are serious about wishing to squat, while 
you still can!! please contact: 


SQUATTERS’ ACTION FOR 
SECURE HOMES 
2 ST PAULS ROAD, 


ISLINGTON 
LONDON N1 
TEL:071-226-8936 
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WHY NOT GET A COPY OF THE SQUATTERS HANDBOOK 


i QUATTERS 


Oth edition 


Okay,so you've read the magazine. We now hope 
you're wondering what can be done to prevent the bill 
becoming law? 

The first step in opposing this bill lies in the spreading 
and networking of information. YOU can start by passing 
fthis booklet around your friends and family. you might find it 
advantageous to copy this before it gets too tatty. In fact 

hy not make some more copies! You could get together 
ith some friends and start you own publication. (Exactly, 
of course, what we have done here!). 

Help yourselves fo anything you want from within these 
pages - it’ s yours !| by sharing information we can keep 
each other clued up on the situation. We should be aiming 
‘0 establish a national information network. 

Why not write to you MP? Letter writing has been a 

urprisingly effective form of protest in the past. There is no 
reason why, in large enough numbers. that a letter writing 


campaign should not have an effect. Postcards are 
available at gigs. parties, and benefits connected with: 


ALL SYSTEMS NO !W! 


For further 

information, The Right 2 Party 
regular news Box CJB 

letters, and details . ; 

of future protests/ 13 Goose Gate 
events, send an Nottingham. 

Ad selfaddressed or Tel: O602 534777 
“Spans cose Fax: 0602 534040 


envelope to: 


